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MOROCCO AGENCIES

By “JOHN'" H. VALLIS

OROCCO is situated in the north-west of Africa,
i and has an area of about 314,000 square miles,
with an estimated population of @,500,000, and
out of that number the Jews, who chiefly live in
the cities, total 300,000. The principal ruler of this
dominion is the Sultan Muley Yuscl, who acceded to the
throne of Morocco in 1912, but in that same year a Franco-
Spanish agreement fixed the boundaries between the
French and Spanish Zones, and the principal part of
Morocco now forms a French Protectorate, and that is
why onc sces nowadays French Moroccan stamps over-
printed *‘ Protectorat Francaise *’ and Arabic inscriptions.
‘This country is said to be rich in minerals—copper, lead
and tin being found in considerable quantitics; gold and
silver arc also found, but agriculture is greatly neglected.
In 1914 the imports from the United Kingdom were
£1,454,923 and the exports £408,292. T think this is the
only country that contains three capitals, viz., Ifez, with
a population of r120,000; Marrakesh, 350,000; and
Mequinez, 5b,000.  As there are no railwayvs, visitors
wishing to make journcvs into the interior find it very
costly, as, before proceeding [rom one town to another,
they have to find a Moghrazni, that is a Moroccan cavalier
who is acquainfed with the routcs and knows where the
shelters for the night are to be found, but, before leaving,
it is best for Europeans to obtain a letter of recommenda-
tion from the Consul, which will give permission to stop
at the houses of Caids, who are very hospitahle.  As there
are no made-up roads, all goods are transported on the
backs ol camels.

In 1892, as there were a number of Europeans residing
in various towns of Morocco, and having no facilities for
postal communication from one town to another, Couricr
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posts (or Post runners) were established and controlled by
private Compameq (Tren(*h and Spanish) who accepted
letters for transmission from one town to another, and
stamps were issucd and used, which we now call local *”
stamps, but which in reality was the first idea of postal
communication in Morocco. As the European residents
wished to correspond with all parts of the world, the
British, French, German and Spanish governments opened
ollices, as agencies in various towns, and had their stamps
overprinted for use on letters passing from one town to
another and also for correspondence going outside of
Morocco. It 1s the British agency thal T am going to
write about.

Previous to the introduction of Gibraltar stamps over-
printed ‘¢ Morocco Agencies 7’ ordinary Gibraltar stamps
were sold and used at the British post offices opened
Alcazar, Cusablanca, Fez, Laraiche, Mazagun, Mequinez,
Mogador, Rabat, Saffi, Tangicr and Tctuan, and in these
eleven offices, letters, etc., were transmitted at the same
rate of postage applicable to Gibraltar. In 1898 these
stamps were supposed o be discontinued, but T have scen
an LEnglish King Edward 1d. scarlet used at the DBrittsh
post office, Mequinez, July 7th, 1912, and 1 have the %d.
green and 1d. carmine of Gibraltar, King Edward 1g90%7-11
issue, used at the British post othee, Tangiers. There are
some collectors who make a special collection of these
stamps ; they collect each town as if it were a country,
therefore they would collect eleven sets of Gibraltar stamps
from 1886 to 18g8 issues with Morocco town postmarks.
I might say, some of these postmarked stamps are rare. |
sold one the other day for 50s., but, on the other hand,
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some are not worth more than 1s. [ have never yet
seen the first issue, Bermuda surcharged ** Gibraltar "’
nsed in any town of Morocco (see page zo).

In 1898, owing to the depreciation of Spanish money,
Gibraltar was about to revert to British currency as for-
merly, but of course that could not be done in Morocco,
so the existing issue of Gibraltar was surcharged in order
that they could not be sent to Gihraltar to be redeemed,
and the followmg official annocuncement of this change was
published in the Gibraltar *° Official Gazette ’’ as follows :

GOVERNMENT NOTICE,

““ His Excellency the Governor desires to notify for public in-
formation that Orders in Council have been apprmed by Her
Majesty making British Sterling Silver, legal tender in Gibraltar,
under the conditions of the Coinage Act, 18%0.

It is intended to promulgate these Orders on the 1st prox., from
which datc the Order in Council of 1881, regulating the currency
of Gibraltar, will be repealed, but the Spanish Coins specified
thercin will continue to be legal tender in payment of all cngage-
ments enlered into hefore (he promulgation of the new Orders in
Council. .

From the st October, 1868, all postage fces will be payable in
British Money, and Stamps having the duties expressed in Spanish
Curvency will cease to be valid in prepayment of postage in
Gibraliar, but only those overprinted * Morocco Agencies ' will con-
tinue to be valid in the Postal Agencies maintained in Morocco by
the Gibraltar Government.

From the 1st to the tsth day of October next, both days inclus-
ive, unused postage stamps having the dutics E'cp1essed in Spanish
currency will be re-purchased at the Post Office at their face value,
provided that the stamps be not soiled or otherwise damaged, and
that they arc presented in strips of not less than two

The new postage slamps, ete,, with sterling duties, will be on
sale on 151 Oclober, 1898.

By command,
H. 3. JACKSON,

. = : . Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s ORiice, ’

Gibraltar, September 14th, 1898,

GIBRALTAR STaMps OVERPRINTED ‘¢ Morocco AGENCIES.'

These stamps were overprinted at the officc of the
*“ Gibraltar Chronicle,”” with type which was very old and
worn, and was set up to print 120 stamps in two panes of
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6o; therc is only onc crror catalogued, and thai is the
mverted V {or A in Agencies, which occurs on the 36th
stamp, right pane. Now, for some reason, there were
two settings of this overprint and this crror occurred anly
in the first setting ; in the second setting it was corrected.
There are numerous minor varieties in the settings of these
overprints, which are always constant on the sheets, and
these are called tvpe varieties, but are not catalogued, and
as there are a good many col]ectors making collections of
these, I will give a list of them, as it is by these type
varieties that one can tell the diffcrence betsveen the first
and second settings.

In the First Setting, lcft pane, the varieties are on stamp

(i 51T 2

No. 24, broken “‘n” in ““Agencies’’; No. 4o, broken ‘M’
in “Morocco’; No. 41, dot at bottom of second “‘e¢’" in
“Agencices’ ; Nos. 6, 36, 28, 49 and 36, dot in hCLOI‘ld

i ‘“Agencies’; and Nos. 26 and 45, dot in lower loop of
i4 X

g’ in “"Agencies’’

? [ EREEE 2 ]

Right panc—No. %, broken ‘¢’ in st ‘'’ of
“Morocco’’ ; No. 8, broken “‘g" in ““Agencies’’; No. 13,
dot over second ‘e’ in “ngencies” : No. 36, inverted “ V7
lor = AT “Ag(,nuu» , with dot in lower loop of ““g’’;
No. 44, L:mg tail to “‘s’’ and dot in ““g’’; Nos, 4 and 2z,
dott img et PN 8 -7 R fecupe S & and Nos. 14 and 35,

dot in “g”.

Second Setting, left pane—No. 1, broken top “*M’";
W 7 blurrt,d ““M'": No. 6, thick “‘M""; No. 43, dot under

if 1) £ ¥

& r"_\gencms '+ No. 47, broken second ‘o’ in
“Morocco’ and dot under “‘n*’ in ‘““Agencies”; No. 48,
broken “‘g'’; and the whole sixth vc*rtma? row has no ser:f

ik ry

or hroken scril, to ‘‘g’" 0 “Agencies’’

LI

Right pane—No. 23 has ‘‘en’’ ioined in ‘‘Agencies’;
the sixth vertical row has the left foot of ‘A"’ in ““Agen-
cics’’ broken off, and vou will notice in this row the error
inverted "V~ has been corrected {No. 36).

Now these arc all the constant tvpe varictics that exist;
sometimes vou come across other letters that are broken,
but these are not constant and were causcd by something
gctting on the face of the type when printing the stamps.
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In the second setting on the 4oc., 5oc. and 1 peseta, two
kinds of ink were used, one a deep black and the other as
Gibbons catalogues i1, * in blue,”” which should be bluc-
black ; these are difficult to see, but by holding them up
to the light and looking through them you can see the blue
tinge showing through them, and the story goes that when
a goc. blue surcharge wuas shown to the postmistress of
Gibraltar she pronounced it a forgery, not having known
that the two different inks had been used. I might say
that the joc. is more olten found with the blue surcharge
than with the black. It appears that there was one sheet
of the 1oc. and one sheet of the zoc., each of the first
setting, accidentally printed twice on cach shect. 1 have
seen a pair of the 1oc. and I have a pair of the z2oc. ; I
sold the error, ‘‘ inverted “A”, some little while ago for
£5, which was a very small price for such a rarc varicty ;
as far as I know, that is the only copy in existence.

CHECK LIST,

Gibraltar stamps of 188¢ and 1895 issues overprinted locally ** Mo-
rocco Agencies.’

1898. Wide *“ M in black. .

5 centimos, green,

10 S carminae.

20 ot olive green,

20 o5 olive-green and brown.
23 n ultramarine

40 ' orange-hrown.

50 's bright lilac.

1 pesera bistre and ullranarine.
2 pesetas black and carmine.

[



Overprint double.
10 centimos, carmine,
20 o olive green.

1y

Error: inverted ** A" for *“A* in ' Agencics.

5 centimos, green.

10 ap carmine,

20 - olive green.

20 . olive green and hrown.
= 4 ultramarine.

40 . orange l?rown.

50 e bright llac.

1 peseta, bistre and wltramarine,
pesctas, black and carmine.

%3

Overprint double.
10 centiimos, carnine.
20 ve clive green.

1808, Overprint in hlue or indige black.
4L (_':{'_'.I'Iﬁﬂ"l'“&?!I Ul"iil—lgc bl"[)\"v’n.
50 . bright hlac.
1 peseta, bistre and uliramarine,

In 18{)) Messrs, De La Rue & Co. took 1in hand the worlk
ol overprinting these stamps, with the result that we get
another font of type, and this prmtmg is called the ‘“ Nar-
row M,"” or ‘“London overprint.”” Sometimes with the
% \?\«’ide M " and the ‘“ Narrow M "’ it 1s difhcult to
decide which is which, but a simple way of telling the
difference i1s not by the ““M’’ but by the “‘g’’ in ““Agen-
cics,’’ as, where in the ** Wide M ' series the senif ol the
“‘o’ curls ahove the top of the letter, in'the ** Narrow M 7’

4 bt

series the serif of the “*g’’ runs in a horizontal line with
the letters.

In this printing there are two errors catalogued; on
No. 39 of the lelt pane the M’ of ““Morocco’ has an
elongated scrif at (he top left side and this is termed the
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““ Broad top M *"; and on No. 1% of the right pane, be-
tween the letters “‘ne’’ of ““Agencies’ there is a hyphen,
which joins the two letfers together, and this is termed the
“Hyphen n-¢” vanety.  There is also another variety
which 15 not catalogued, on the fifth stump in the left pane
the second ‘e’ in ““Agencies’’ being broken; it looks
lilke a small “ep», and this runs all through the series
printed by Messrs, De [La Rue & Co. The prices of all
these varieties in the catalogue are ever so much too low;
as when I can get them—and that is very seldom—I1 get
considerably more for them than the guotations in

Gibbons' catalogue.

(8 HE RIS ST

18gg. Overprinted in London by Mcssrs., De Ly Rue & Co.
Narrow ‘* M."

L Len l'ilTlOS, greet.

10 " carmine,

2 ’1 olive-green,

25 . ultramarine,
40 s ocrange-brown.

50 3 bright lilac.
1 peseta, bistre and ultramarine,
2 pesetas, black and carmine,

Error: Broad top *° M. "

R SRRUE G e B D
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5 ceiltimes, greei.

i0
20
=5
40
50

CArmine.
clive-greei.
ultramarine,
orange-brown,
bright lilac.

r1
1 peseta, bistre and ultramarine.

2 pesetas, black and carmine,

Hyphen between ‘“ n-c '" of ** Agencies.”

A

Ty

5 centimos, green,

[
20
25
40
50

1

carmine,
olive-green.
uitramarine.
orange-brown.

o hright lilac.
pesela, bistre and ultramarine.

11

1%

2 pesetas, black and carmine.

Broken second *‘ e

L8 ]
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5 Ceniimos, green,

10 o carmine,

20 - olive-greein.

25 - ultramarine,
40 o orange-hrown,
50 iy bright lilac.

1 peseta, bistre and ultramarine.
2 pesetas, black and carmine.

[aouble overprint.
z5 centumos, ultramarine.

The death of Queen Victoria brought a change in the
designs, Queen Victoria’s head being superseded by that
of King Edward VII. The stamps that were issued for
Morocco were the same as for Gibraltar, with the excep-
tion that in Gibraltar the values were expressed in British
currency, while those for Morocco were 1 Spanish cur-
rency, and also overprinted ‘* Morocco Agencies.'”  The
same varietles existed as in the previous issue. These
King Edward stamps came into use at various times, they
being issued as the values of the QQueen’s head series were
sold out.

Hereunder T give a list of these, with the dates when
issued :—-
CHECK LIST.
1903-05. Type of King Edward VIL., Gibraltar, but with values in

Spanish Currency and overprinted ** Morocco Agencies *’ by Messrs.
Dec La Rue.

3 centimos, grey-green and green.  Jan., tgog.

10 7 dull purple on red. Sept., 1903.

20 5 grey-green and carmine. Sept., 1904.
25 b, purple and black on blue, July, 1go3.
50 . purple and violet. | June, 1g0jg.

t peseta, black and carmine. i9lh Nov., 1g03.
2 peselas, blaclkk and blue. 1gth Nov., 1903.
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Etror: Broad top ' M.”’

5 cenlimos, grev-green and green,

1o o dull purple on red.

20 B grev-green and carmine.
53 . purple and blacle on blue.
50 - purple and violet.

i peseta, black and carmine,
2 pesetas, blaclk and blue,

Hyphen between "*n-¢ ™’ of *F Agencics.”

5 cenlimos, grey-green and green.

10 " dull purple on red.

20 - grey-groen and carmine,
5 ‘a purple and hlack on hlue,
50 purple and violet,

! pocpta black and carmine.
2. pesetas, blacl and blue.

T

Broken second ' ¢ ' 1n ** Agencies.”’

5 centimos, grey-green and green,

10 ot dull purple on red,

20 - grey-green and carmine,
25 - purple and black on blue.
50 % purple and viclet,

1 peseta, hlack and carmine.
2 pesctas, blacls and bluc.

In 1905 came a change of watermark, the single Crown
and C.A. making way for the Multiple Crown and C.A.,
and in this series ordinary and chalky papers were used;
aboul this time the printers seem to have revised their type,
as, after a few sheets ol the gc. on ordinary paper were
printed, the hyphen “n-¢'’ variety was corrected, and the
broad top M’ did not occur on the zc. and 1oc. chalky
paper. In this year there was a small second printing of
the 25c. on single C.A. paper which had the hyphen variety
corrected, but This can only be seen by having a pane, or
a large block at least 4 rows from the top ol the right pane
showing the t7th stamp. [ was fortunate at one time fo
wet a4 sheet of two panes of this rare printing showing the
broad top ‘M’ on the left pane and the hyphen variety
corrected on the right pane, hut I could not keep it very
long, as I sold it to a specialist collector ol this country’s
stamps.

There is also another variety in this printing ; a sheet of
the roc. ordinary paper went through the printing machine
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the Wrong way, which made the watermark mverred, and
this is the only inverted watermark that I have had in the
stamps of this country.

CHECK LIST,

195, Waiermark Sing’e CA. Hyphen varicty corrected.
25 cenlimes, purple and black on “blue.
1g05-0.  Watermark Multiple Crown and CA.
Ordinary paper.
5 centumos, grey-green and green. 15t May, 1g0s.
10 - dull purple on red. 515l fan., 14903,
20 - greyv-green and carinine, zath Jan., 1gou6.
Challky paper.
5 centimes, grey-green and green,  zist Jun., 1go6.

10 e dull purple on red.  8th Aug., 1905.
e - purplc and black on blue. &th June, 1906.
50 s purple and violet. 3rd July, 1g90s.

1 peseta, black and carmine, 2%th Nov., 1905.
2 pesetas, black and blue. 27th Nov., 1903,
Error: Broad top ** M,

Ordinary paper,

5 centlmnos, grey-green aml green.

10 = dull purple on red.

20 13 grey-green and carmine,
Chalky paper.

25 centimos, purple and black on blue.

50 g purple and violet,

1 peseta, black and carmine.
2 pesefas, black and blue.

1

Error: Hyphen *f n-c”' variety.
Ordinary paper.
5 centimaos, grey-green and green,

Broken sccond ¢’ in *f Agencics.’

Ordinary paper,

3 centimoes, grev-green and green.
10 i dull purple on red,
20 e grey-green and carmine.

Chalky paper.
§ cenlimos, grey-green and green.

0 i, dull purple on red.
25 G purple and black on blue.
E0 i purple and violet.

I peseia, black and carmine.
2 pesstas, black and blue.

Fral



In 1907 there came a great change; all the overprinted
Gibraltar type of stamps were discontinued, and Great
Britain stamps overprinted were used in their place. There
are two scts of these stamps, one set overprinted *Moreceo
Agencies”’ and value expressed in Spanish currency, and
the other sct overprinted ““Morocco Agencies’ only.
Gibbons says in his cntaloguc—: that the stamps without
valuc in Spanish currency are said to be used on parcels ;
now 1 cannot see how that can he so, as [ have had these
stamps used on the onginal envclopes, so if they woere
used for parcels they were also used on letters.

G W]

1goy7-12. Ring Edward VI Stamps of Great Britain, perf. 14, De
la Ruc printing, overprinted ** Morocco Ageoncies '’ and value.

cocenrimos on i, pale green. O,
5 g

10 i 1d. scarlet. .

13 ok 14d. purple and green. C.
20 st zd. green and carmne, C.
=5 o . 23d, bright blue. O.

10 e 4d. green and purple-brown.  C.
40 - cad. orange,

50 o S gEimRG oyl Bl O

1 peseta on 1od. purple and carmine. C.
3 pesctas on 2%, 6d, lilac, €.

h . G ST Dl

) o £ canmine S

12 s 108, ultramarine, O,

Watermarls inverted.

Ordinary paper.
10 centimos, dull purple on red.
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Overprinted ** Morocco Agencies, ™

id. pale green. C.

1d. scarlet. O,

2d. green and carmine. C.

S TTOE ()

g4d. green and purple-brown. €.
6d. dull purpie. (€.

15. green and carmine.  C.

25, od. hae.,  C.

25, Oud, purple. Q.

zs, 6d, purple. €,

The letter ** O " means Ordinary and ** C "' Challey Papers.

The 2x. 6d. purple, ordinary paper, was usced in Mazagan
15 Sept., 1910,

In 1912 King George V. stamps appeared and id. and
1d. values, tvpe I1, were overprinted, and in 1913 the 23d.
and 4d. King FEdward, FHarrison printing, perforated
15 % 14, and the Somerset House printing 2s. 6d. and 10s.
were also hrought into use.

CHECK LIST.

1912.  King George V. stamps of Great Britain, Type T1., watermark
Crown, overprinted *¢Moroceo Agencies™ and value in Spanish currency.

5 centimos on id. grecn,
10 - 1d. =carlet.
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King Edward VIT. Harrison printing, perf. 15X 14, with the same
overprint.

z3 centimos on zid. bright blue.
Overprinted ** Moroceo Agencies ™' only.
4d. bright orange.

Somerset House printing, ordinary paper, perf. 14.
25, Od. dull purple.

Overprinted * Morocco Agencies™ and valoe in Spanish currency.
12 pesetas on 16s. bright ultramarine.

1614-15. King George V. Type I11.

- 4 il
5 centimos on 2d. green.
15 = 1xd. bhrown.

In the next series the overprint was altered; **Morocco
Agencies’ appeared on the teft and right side and the value
in Spanish currency at the bottom of the stamps.

10 centimes on 1d. scarlet.

20 " 2d. reddish orange.
20 5 zd. bright crange.
25 - zid, ultramarine.

1 pescta on 1o, turquoise blae,
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1gr4-17. Overprinted ** Morocco Agencies ' only.,

Id. green.
1d. scarlet.
2d, orange,

13, hbisire,

The following stamps are rather dithcult to tell to what
printings they belong. There are two printings—Water-
low and D¢ La Rue. The Waterlow printing consists of
4 values, the 2s. 6d. sepia-brown, 3 pesetas on 2s, 6d. sepia-
brown, 6 pesclas on 538, rose-carmine, and the 12 pesetas
on 10s. deep blue; these can all be- identificd by the shade
ol colour, which 15 entirely different from the De La Ruc
printing, and on mint copics the gum is thick and shiny,
whereas the gum on the De La Rue printing is dull, and
looks as if it h'td been somewhat cleanced off.

I am classing ali the high value Georgians together,
although they were issued between 1914 and 1920. There
was one value issued in 1920, the De L.a Rue printing, 12
pesetas on r1os. grey-blue, of which there were only 8oo
printed, and although only issucd in March last ycar it is
now classed as one of the rare stamps of Morocco. T notice
that in the new Gibbons they price this stamp at 2os., but
[ have sold them for a much higher price, so the price
in Gibbons is somewhat wrong for this stamp.

There is a rare varicty on the 2s. 6d. sepia brown
Waterlow printing, the 1st stamp znd row on the sheet
having the re-cntry which has lately been discoverced.

i



Stamps of King George V. overprinted,

1g14-17. Watcrlow printing.,
2. Od. sepia-brown.
3 peselas on 2s. bd. sepia-brown.
6 - §5. rose-carmine.
12 - 105, deep blue,

1017-20.  [Je la Rue printing.

2z, 6, chesinut,

pesetas on 25, 6. chestnut,
25, Od. grey-brown,
3 pesclas on zs, 6d. grev-brown.
6 2 53. pale carmine,
]2 o 108, grey-blue.
Error: Overprint double, one in * Red,’ the ather **Albino.””
12 peseins on 108 grey-hlue.

There are many shades of colour in the De TLa Rue
printing. I have us many as seven different shades of the
2s. 6d. chestnut, and T have two interesting errors in the
same stamp. In overprinting ‘° Morocco Agencies
the 1st ‘¢’ in “Morocco™ has been [lled in, which makes
it ““Morooco’ ; the sccond has the 2nd “*¢’” flled in, which

[18]
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reads ‘‘Morocoo’. I have not yet been able to find what
Nos, these are on the sheet ; they might be constant on one
printing only, but certainly not on ali printings.

t9i7. Stamps of King George V. ovérprinted ** Morocco Agencies "
and value in Spanish currency,

centimaos on id, green,
) zd. g

Overprinted ' Moroceo Agenecies ' and value in French cur-
rency.

3 centimes on L, green,
3 ' didl ik

10 o5 vd, scarvlet.

15 - 1id. brown.

25 i 24d. bluc.

40 i 4d. grey-green,

1 franc on 1od. turguolse blue,

kn this set with French currency there are several shades
of each value.
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Now [ have come to an end, and, as {ar as 1 can remem-
ber, this is a full list of all the varicties that exist in the
stamps of Morocce Agencies, and [ might add, with the
introduction of the French currency, all the high wvalue
stamps have become chsolete, and cannot be obtained in
any of the Post Offices in Moroceo ; the highest value on
sale now is the 1 franc, and as these high values have
suddenly disappeared from isswe, they will become rare.
Nowadays, as it 15 almost impossible to make a general
collection, collectors want to specialise, and if they do,
and should specialise in the stamps of Morocco Agencies,
1 hope this little article will be of some use to them in
getting their collection together, so as to write it up in a
proper and business-hlze manner.

Nore.—Since writing this article, Mr. Alf. G. Johnsen
savs i—'° 1 have two copies of the fe. green Bermuda
surcharged ‘ Gibraltar,” one used in * Tangier ' and the
other ' Casablanca ’; and Mr. A, Williams has 2dc. used
Ml -ingies A member of the J.P.S., No. 3674, says
that on Oct. goth, 1910, permission wus given for a small
number of the zoc. on 2c. orange to be cut disgonally and
used on this date as the 1ce. value. Mr, Beanland savs
there is an crror on the 15 ceniimes on 13d., the zad “f¢”

being “‘o,’" which reads " Morceoo™ instead of **Margcees.™

. K
11

Mr. . L. Monkhouse has two of 1oc. and 1 of icr.
Multiple C.A. on piece of original used at Rabat, gth May,
1003, fursthe 2-c. rate.

o U Rl SSanTs
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